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Pre-World Climate Homework Assignment

During the World Climate simulation, you will be taking on the role of a delegate to the United Nations climate change negotiations. Together with all of the other delegates (your classmates), you will be challenged to create an agreement that meets international climate goals, while also representing and interests of the countries you represent. This simulation will rely on the same computer model is used to analyze real-world pledges to UN climate negotiations, C-ROADS. C-ROADS has been used by former White House Science Advisor, John Holdren, to brief policymakers from the US and elsewhere. It has also been used by >30,000 students and citizens in >70 countries who have participated in the World Climate simulation. 

To prepare for the simulation, your homework assignment is to:
1. Read your bloc’s Briefing Statement carefully (required) and do additional research about the countries in your bloc and their position on climate change (optional).
2. Write one paragraph about your bloc’s position going into the negotiations. In your paragraph, you should consider questions such as:
a. What actions are the people you represent willing to take to address climate change? 
b. What responsibility do other blocs have to act? 
c. How can you best represent your bloc’s interests?
3. Using the graph below, make initial decisions about the following (you will discuss these decisions with other members of your delegation during the simulation): 
a. Peak emissions year: in what year will your bloc’s emissions of heat-trapping gases stop increasing?  Year: ________
b. Reductions begin year: in what year will your bloc begin reducing its emissions of heat-trapping gases? This year must be some time later than your peak emissions year. Year:  ________[image: ]

c. Decline rate: at what annual rate will your bloc reduce its emissions? For example, a 1% annual rate of decline would mean that every year after your reductions begin, your bloc’s emissions would be 1% lower than the previous year. Note that a 3.5% annual rate is considered to be very high by most economists. Annual rate: _____
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]For class on the day(s) of the simulation, bring your written responses to the questions above and a prop or item of clothing that will help you represent your bloc.
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